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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the filing date of March 25, 2004. Claims 1-11 are 
pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dunne et 
al. (US 2003/0152152). 

Regarding claim 4: 

Dunne et al discloses a data processing method for inputting data, the input data 
including one of a first data and a third data (paragraph 0008), the first data formed by 
encoding a signal with a first encoding system (abstract; paragraphs 0008-0009 " first 
data is formed by first enhancement signal and third data is formed based on the third 
analyzer signal"; see figure 1), and the third data formed by multiplexing second data 
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formed by encoding the signal with a second encoding system and said first data, the 
data processing method outputting fourth data, the data processing method comprising 
the steps of: 

detecting if the input data is the first data or the third data (paragraphs 0008 and 
0028); and 

determining whether to transition from a first operation mode to a second 
operation mode (paragraph 0031 ) for coding the input data, wherein when an operation 
mode is to be switched to said first mode or said second mode, a signal for 
resetting (paragraph 0029 "enabling and disabling the processors") a data processor 
(48, 50 and 80 in figure 1) for decoding the data output with said second encoding 
system (30 and 60 in figure 1) is added, before such switching operation, to said fourth 
data and is then outputted. 

Regarding claims 5 and 7: 

Dunne et al discloses a data transmission system communicating between a first 
terminal transmitting second data formed by a second encoding system, and a second 
terminal for receiving information transmitted from the first terminal (120,122, 124 in 
figure 5) comprising; 

a first data terminal for inputting said second data and outputting first data 
encoded with a first encoding system (paragraphs 0008-0009) in a first mode and third 
data multiplexing said second data and said first data in a second mode (paragraph 
0031); and 
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a second data terminal for inputting said first or third data (paragraphs 0008- 
0009) output and outputting to the second terminal, in the first mode, fifth data formed 
by encoding said first data input with a second encoding system (paragraph 001 1 ) and 
also outputting, in the second mode, said second data isolated from said third data, 
wherein when said second data terminal is in said first mode and said third data is input, 
a part of said third data where said second data is multiplexed (70 in figure 1) is 
replaced with the particular data and said particular data is outputted through the 
encoding thereof with said second encoding system. 

Regarding claims 6 and 8: 

Dunne et al discloses a data transmission system communicating between a first 
terminal transmitting second data formed by a second encoding system, and a second 
terminal (120,122, 124 in figure 5) for receiving information transmitted from the first 
terminal comprising; 

a first data terminal for inputting said second data and outputting first data 
encoded with a first encoding system in a first mode (paragraphs 0008-0009), and also 
outputting third data multiplexing said second data and said first data in a second mode 
(paragraph 0031); 

a second data terminal for inputting said first or third data (paragraphs 0008- 
0009), and outputting to said second terminal, in a first mode, fifth data formed by 
encoding said first data with a second encoding system (paragraphs 0008-0009) and 
also outputting said second data isolated from said third data in a second mode, 
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wherein when an operation mode is to be switched to said first mode or said second 
mode (17 and 18 in figure 1), the data for resetting a data processor to decode the data 
output with said second encoding system is added to said fourth data and then output 
before said mode switching operation (70 in figure 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-3 and 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dunne et al. (US 2003/0152152) in view of Sebire et al. (US2004/01 20302). 

Regarding claim 1: 

Dunne et al discloses a data processing method for inputting data, the input data 
including one of a first data and a third data (paragraph 0008), the first data formed by 
encoding a signal with a first encoding system, and the third data formed by multiplexing 
second data formed by encoding the signal with a second encoding system and said 
first data (abstract; paragraphs 0008-0009 " first data is formed by first enhancement 
signal and third data is formed based on the third analyzer signal"; see figure 1), the 
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data processing method outputting fourth data, the data processing method comprising 
the steps of: 

providing a first mode (1 5 in figure 1 ) for inputting the first data, encoding the 
input data with the second encoding system and outputting the encoded input data as 
the fourth data (paragraph 0011, especially last 14 lines); 

providing a second mode (paragraphs 001 1 and 0026) for inputting the third 
data, isolating the second data and outputting the second data as the fourth data 
(paragraph 0030). 

Dunne et al discloses all of the subject matter as described above and further 
discloses replacing a part of the third data where the second data is multiplexed with a 
particular data (paragraphs 0083-0086; and clearly stated in claim 6) encoding the input 
data including the replaced part with the second encoding system and outputting the 
encoded data (paragraphs 0021 , 0024, 0030 and 0032) as the fourth data, except for 
specifically teaching that the method providing a third mode for inputting the third data. 

However, Sebire et al in the same field of endeavor discloses a system and 
method where a method providing a third mode (abstract; paragraph 0041) for inputting 
the third data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to input third data formed by multiplexing second data and first data 
and encoding the decoded data and outputting the data in order to get the quality of 
data signal with minimal degradation as the compressed signal is enhanced. 
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Regarding claim 2: 

Dunne et al discloses all of the subject matter as described above and further 

* 

discloses the steps of: 

determining if the input data is the first data or the third data (paragraphs 0008 
and 0028); and 

determining whether to process the input data in the second mode or the third 
mode when the input data is the third data (paragraphs 0029 and 0031-0032). 

Dunne et al discloses all of the subject matter as described above except for 
specifically teaching that the method includes a third mode. 

However, Sebire et al in the same field of endeavor discloses a system and 
method where a method providing a third mode (abstract; paragraph 0041) for inputting 
the third data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to input third data formed by multiplexing second data and first data 
and encoding the decoded data and outputting the data in order to get the quality of 
data signal with minimal degradation as the compressed signal is enhanced. 

Regarding claim 3: 

Dunne et al discloses all of the subject matter as described above and further 
discloses that the first encoding system includes PCM (paragraphs 0005 and 0021) and 
the signal is an analog signal. 
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Regarding claim 9: 

Dunne et al discloses all of the subject matter as described above except for 
specifically teaching that the input data determining section determines if third data is 
inputted by detecting the synchronization bit of said multiplexed data. 

However, Sebire et al in the same field of endeavor discloses a system and 
method where it discloses use of the synchronization bit of said multiplexed data 
(paragraph 0035). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to input third data formed by multiplexing second data and first data 
and encoding the decoded data and outputting the data in order to get the quality of 
data signal with minimal degradation as the compressed signal is enhanced. 

Regarding claim 10: 

Dunne et al discloses all of the subject matter as described above and further 
discloses that input data determining section determines that said third data is inputted 
by detecting the signal to be transmitted before said third data is transmitted 
(paragraphs 0008-0009). 

Regarding claim 11: 

Dunne et al discloses all of the subject matter as described above and further 
discloses that the input starting position (paragraphs 0072 and 0089) of said third data 
determined as input is obtained from the signal to be transmitted before said third data 
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is transmitted. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hirdepal Singh whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1688. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (Alternate Friday Off )8: 00AM- 
5:00PMEST.If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Shuwang Liu can be reached on 571-272-3036. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

HS 

October 9, 2007 
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